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Annie Munch

I have lived most of my life in the Pacific 

Northwest and, like many residents and visitors, 

I remain in awe of the power and beauty of the 

Columbia Gorge. The range of microclimates and 

variety of landscapes continue to fascinate me. 

Hiking and exploring becomes even more fun when 

one can share it with others.

I have four grandsons aged 10 and under, and they 

all love the Gorge, but it resonates on a deeper 

level with the eldest, Oskar. Whether examining a 

wildflower with a magnifying glass at the Mosier 

Plateau Preserve, hugging a moss-coated tree, 

plunging into a pool at the base of a waterfall, 

or jumping for joy at a Hood River beach, Oskar 

continues to explore the Gorge with me.

Not all children are as lucky as Oskar. The Gorge 

sits just outside the metropolitan areas of Portland, 

Oregon, and Vancouver, Washington, yet many 

families still don’t have easy access. Even within 

Gorge communities, families may face significant 

transportation, financial, or other barriers to 

exploring and enjoying the Gorge. 

For over 14 years, Friends of the Columbia Gorge 

has taken children from St. Andrew Nativity School 

in Portland and the Washougal School District in 

Washington out to the Gorge. For many of these kids, 

this is eye opening—their first opportunity to visit 

and hike in the Gorge’s wild landscape. One of our 

board members, Kevin Price, a former Oregon State 

Parks manager, helps lead the spring St. Andrew 

field trip. “Who owns this land?” he asks. “We do!” 

the students shout. For BIPOC youth, this is an 

empowering moment.  

For years Friends has worked with regional 

partners on how to make the Gorge more accessible 

to those who face barriers as they try to explore 

these natural areas. Our land trust is actively 

collaborating with tribes, BIPOC and accessibility 

recreation groups, the U.S. Forest Service, transit 

agencies, and others to examine how to make the 

Gorge more accessible to children and adults who 

face physical (mobility, vision) barriers or other 

obstacles due their background or identity. 

Recently, Friends purchased land to prioritize 

access for these groups.  Preserving and 

stewarding land in the Gorge remains a priority 

but providing access and pushing boundaries 

are vital to our future. I look forward to the day 

when all children will be able to experience the 

joy Oskar feels when immersed in nature in our 

Columbia Gorge. 

“Who owns this land?” “We (all) do!”
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The current entrance to Beacon Rock State 

Park, one of the Gorge’s most popular recreation 

sites, was constructed in the 1930s alongside 

what is now Washington State Route 14 in 

Skamania County. 

Today, an ever-growing number of cars and 

trucks zoom through that corridor, which divides 

the park’s north and south sides, posing safety 

hazards to visitors and drivers alike. Bordering 

the road near the base of Beacon Rock is a 

small parking lot, often overflowing during the 

weekends. Dozens of pedestrians cross the busy 

highway every week. 

The solution?
In 2019, Washington State Parks drafted a 

redevelopment plan to improve the area’s safety 

and accessibility, based on years of discussions 

among partners, including Friends of the 

Columbia Gorge, and input from the community. 

The proposed project would incorporate a 

pedestrian and ADA-accessible underpass, an 

expanded parking lot, and a roundabout to slow 

and improve traffic flow.

However, the plan’s feasibility depended on a 

nearby, privately-owned, 4.5-acre tract located 

on the north side of the highway, which was the 

Longtime Partnership Yields 
Beacon Rock Safety Expansion

only viable spot for an underground passageway. 

Fortuitously, later that year, the property’s 

owners approached Friends about selling it for 

conservation purposes, explains Renée Tkach, 

Friends’ Gorge Towns to Trails manager. Tkach 

immediately called Heath Yeats, Washington State 

Parks’ Battle Ground area manager.

“The timing was perfect,” says Yeats, “but we did 

not have the resources to acquire the land right 

away. So Friends, through their land trust, kindly 

offered to buy and hold it until we 

could secure our funding.” 

On June 13, 2022, Washington State 

Parks acquired the property from 

Friends. 

“The success of this land transfer 

is the result of an ongoing 

partnership that evolved over many 

years,” says Tkach. Washington 

State Parks, for example, was one 

of the first agencies to support 

Gorge Towns to Trails, an ongoing 

initiative launched by Friends in 

2011 to create a 200-mile loop trail 

system around the Columbia Gorge. 

Friends has also held its Explore the 
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Gorge youth outdoor education program at 

Beacon Rock for more than a decade. 

Construction for the accessibility expansion 

project will be completed in stages and is 

contingent on state funding every biennium. 

The current schedule for completion is 2029. 

Tkach notes that in addition to encouraging 

drivers to slow down, “the new entrance and 

revision will better highlight the park and 

reveal that you’re entering a special place.” 

Beacon Rock. Photo: Cate Hotchkiss



4

 METHANE GAS POWER PLANT 

Defeated for Good

public pressure by concerned citizens and 

organizations, the project finally died this year. 

“This power plant was like a zombie that kept 

dying and then coming back alive,” says Friends 

Senior Staff Attorney Nathan Baker. This time, it 

will not be resurrected. 

The saga started in 2015, when the state’s 

Energy Facility Siting Council (EFSC) issued a 

permit to Perennial Power Holdings to build the 

plant near Hermiston. When Perennial failed for 

the next three years to secure any buyers for 

the project’s power, EFSC granted the developer 

an extension to begin construction by 2020. 

“When they hit the 2020 deadline, Perennial still 

had not broken ground,” explains Baker. “Nor 

had they applied for another extension, despite 

promising to do so. At that point, their permit 

should have been expired and void.” 

But there was a catch: the company had begun 

building a bridge and road to the proposed 

facility, a process they deemed “phase one” of 

construction. However, there was no phased 

approach in their permit application to EFSC 

nor in the permit itself, Baker explains. “Adding 

the phased approach retroactively, without 

formal approval, was unlawful. It was simply a 

strategy to try to keep the project alive.”

On those grounds, Friends and Riverkeeper 

sued both Perennial and the Oregon 

Department of Energy and won—or so it 

seemed. In April 2021, Perennial’s legal 

counsel announced its intention to abandon 

the project. 

Had the Perennial Wind Chaser Station, 

a proposed 415-megawatt fracked gas-

fired power plant, been built in western 

Umatilla County, Oregon, it would have 

immediately ranked in the top 10 stationary 

sources of greenhouse gas emissions in the 

state. But after several years of litigation by 

Friends of the Columbia Gorge and partner 

Columbia Riverkeeper, along with immense 

A cleared section of dirt marks the beginnings of a roadway on October 22, 2020, on the site where the Perennial Wind Chaser facility was once proposed, adjacent 
to the Hermiston Generating Project in Umatilla County. Photo: Ben Londergan, East Oregonian
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The media publicized the victory, and Friends 

received the following letter from a Hermiston 

citizen, a sentiment echoed by many: 

“I’m not sure whom to thank regarding 

the fight against the natural gas power 

plant in Hermiston, but I wanted to say 

thank you to all those involved. I’m sad 

to say that I had no idea about the new 

construction until I saw it in the paper 

today and I live less than a mile from its 

building site. Thank you for fighting for 

us rural Oregonians. Many of us might 

think it’s taking jobs away from the 

region, but I see the long-term benefit. 

Keep up the good fight, friends.”

Unfortunately, the next month, Perennial 

announced the emergence of a new, unnamed 

company interested in purchasing the project. 

That unexpected news prompted Friends and 

partners to continue the fight in court for 

another year, but for this round, time was on 

the side of Friends and its allies. 

In September 2021, a newly enacted law took 

effect in Oregon that prohibits EFSC from 

approving any new construction of facilities 

that produce electric power from fossil 

Graphic by Audrey Desler for Friends of the Columbia Gorge

fuels, including gas. This new law effectively 

prevented the Perennial project from going 

forward, regardless of the disputed issues in 

the litigation. In light of the new law, Perennial 

formally abandoned its plans for the project, 

and EFSC has already terminated the permit. 

“Over the last seven years, Friends, by 

collaborating with others, has stopped 

four of these methane gas plants from 

being built,” says Baker. “Oregon will now 

be free of new fossil fuel power plants, 

dirty dinosaurs of a bygone era.”

Oregon will now be free of new fossil fuel power plants.
—Nathan Baker, Friends Senior Staff Attorney
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In April 2022, Friends Community 

Engagement Specialist Kassy Delgado learned 

that Explore the Gorge, the organization’s 

annual outdoor education program for students 

from Canyon Creek and Jemtegaard Middle 

Schools in Washougal, Washington, could 

resume at Beacon Rock State Park after a two-

year hiatus due to the pandemic. 

The challenge? She had less than two months to 

organize and facilitate field trips for more than 

300 sixth graders over three days. She hit the 

ground running, recruiting volunteers, Friends 

Explore the Gorge Outdoor Education 
Returns to the Field

staff, and U.S. Forest Service rangers to develop 

new programming—interactive educational 

stations through which participants would rotate 

each day—and mapped out myriad logistics, 

including how to handle rain and its effects on 

the activities during one of Pacific Northwest’s 

wettest springs on record. 

“Our goal was to provide as many opportunities as 

possible for the kids to connect to the outdoors,” 

Delgado says. “That connection looks different for 

each person. I wanted everyone to walk away with 

at least one activity they particularly enjoyed.”

Students painting their impressions at Hamilton Mountain. Photo: Cate Hotchkiss

A favorite, according to post-event surveys, 

was the pika walk. Led by pika experts, 

groups of students and chaperones hiked 

approximately a mile up Hamilton Mountain 

in search of the adorable but elusive rock-

dwelling mammals, rabbit lookalikes with 

short, round ears. Most of the kids did spot 

them in the area’s rocky terrain.

Participants also explored the historical, 

geological, cultural, and ecological wonders of 

the Gorge through playing games, taking part 

in a scavenger hunt, and creating art. 

Friends staff member Denise López prepares students for a pika walk. Photo: Richard Kolbell



For years, Friends of the Columbia Gorge
has teamed up with the Oregon Department 
of Transportation (ODOT), U.S. Forest Service, 
and other stakeholders on efforts to balance 
conservation and tourism in the Gorge. One 
of the biggest challenges is the growing 
congestion on roads and trails at the most 
visited destinations, including the world-class 
waterfall corridor along Oregon’s Historic 
Columbia River Highway.

To alleviate bumper-to-bumper traffic and 
improve safety throughout that area, this spring 
ODOT and partners launched a seasonal permit 
system, similar to those already in place at 
Multnomah Falls and Dog Mountain. Between 
May 24 and September 5, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m., a timed-use vehicle permit was required to
access public lands between Bridal Veil (I-84 exit
28) and Ainsworth State Park (I-84 exit 35).

Friends supported the pilot project by educating 
the public about its benefits, while advocating 
for the use of alternative transit such as the 
Columbia Gorge Express, a bus that runs seven 
days a week and eliminates the need for permits 
or reservations. Since 2016, ridership on the Gorge 
Express has steadily ticked up—a good sign, says 
Friends Executive Director Kevin Gorman. 

Seasonal 
Permits Help 
Ease Gorge 
Congestion

“Whether through permits or car-free travel, 
the goal is to manage the flow of vehicles 
through the Gorge,” Gorman says. These 
strategies are part of a broader initiative to 
disperse overcrowding at bustling trailheads 
while introducing people to lesser-known 
natural and cultural treasures in the Columbia 
River National Scenic Area. 

“An increasing number of people are 
realizing that there’s more to the Gorge 
than Multnomah Falls, but there’s still a lot 
of work to do,” says Emily Reed, network 
director of the Columbia Gorge Tourism 
Alliance, of which Friends is a member. 
To that end, Reed explains, collaborative 
projects such as the East Gorge Food Trail—a 
self-guided tour through orchards, vineyards, 
and restaurants—are drawing people farther 
east, while the website ReadySetGOrge.
com offers visitors a one-stop information 
resource for accessing the area’s diverse 
attractions and landscapes. 

No matter where or how people decide to 
explore the Columbia Gorge, from hiking 
to cycling to simply taking a drive, Friends 
encourages everyone to plan and prepare 
before setting out to enjoy the Gorge.  

Paige Unangst, Friends finance director, staffed 

the watercolor station where she encouraged 

students to paint their natural surroundings based 

on their own unique perspectives. “I explained to 

the kids that one way to explore nature is to put 

down on paper what they saw, but it didn’t have 

to be an exact replica,” she says. “It could be an 

image of the feeling of what they observed.” 

The result was a colorful array of both realistic 

and abstract paintings, from birds to forests to the 

tiniest mushrooms growing on a tree—treasures 

to celebrate and safeguard, to inspire stewardship 

of the Gorge for generations to come.

Our goal was to provide 
as many opportunities as 
possible for the kids to 
connect to the outdoors.
—Kassy Delgado
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Explore the Gorge was started in
2008 with a memorial gift from member 
Phyllis Clausen in honor of her late 
husband. Since that time, more than 
3,000 students have participated in the 
program free of charge. 

Explore the Gorge is supported by generous 
gifts from the Camas-Washougal 
Community Chest, and through ongoing 
support from the Clausen family.

Graphic courtesy of Columbia Area Transit (CAT)
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Pairing a commitment to diversity, equity, inclusion, 

and justice with meaningful actions is never easy. For 

that reason, over the past year, Friends of the Columbia 

Gorge staff members have worked to build new, enduring 

community partnerships with regional groups who 

have been historically excluded from conservation and 

land management debates and decision making in the 

Columbia Gorge. 

“Social justice and human rights are intertwined with 

environmental and conservation work,” says Denise López, 

Friends conservation organizer. “For example, farmworkers 

will experience some of the biggest impacts of a warming 

climate. When we stand up for their health and well-being, 

we also better protect the Gorge’s agricultural lands and 

economy over the long term.” 

Through López’s outreach, in the last year Friends 

teamed up with Comunidades, a Gorge-based, Latino-led 

environmental and social justice advocacy organization. 

Together the organizations worked to build additional 

support for the passage of Oregon House Bill 4002, which 

would create overtime pay to agricultural workers in the 

state. The bill was passed by the legislature and signed into 

law by Gov. Kate Brown in spring 2022. 

López is also connecting Comunidades with the Columbia 

River Gorge Commission to collaborate on the commission’s 

inaugural climate change action plan. “Through a series 

of conversations, we hope to help shape climate policies and 

incorporate perspectives from members of the BIPOC (Black, 

Indigenous, and People of Color) community into the plan,” 

she explains. 

Starting with accessibility
While López has been strengthening relationships with 

frontline communities on Gorge conservation advocacy efforts, 

Mika Barrett, Friends accessibility project manager, has brought 

vibrant new voices to Friends’ land-use planning table through 

the Gorge Accessibility Project.

Breaking Down Barriers,  
Building Community Partnerships

Comunidades Women’s Forum in White Salmon, on Strengthening Leaders and Community.
Photo: Lilia Monje
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In 2020, Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust purchased 

two properties near the Catherine Creek and Cape Horn 

recreation areas. To help reimagine and effectively redesign 

the new preserves in ways that prioritize inclusivity, Barrett 

assembled a diverse steering committee that included leaders 

of groups that have often faced barriers to recreation in the 

Gorge. Represented were nonprofits focused on accessibility to 

outdoor recreation, people working to connect young families 

with nature, and advocates for those living with disabilities. 

Additional participants included members of regional tribes, 

people of Latin-American descent, more recent immigrants 

living in the Gorge, other diverse groups working to improve 

outdoor access for all, and U.S. Forest Service public land 

managers in the Gorge.

The committee’s objective, Barrett explains, “was to develop, by 

June 2022, conceptual designs for the two properties that could 

provide accessible recreation opportunities that are inclusive 

and welcoming to people of varying ages, abilities, and cultural 

backgrounds.” Over the past year, they engaged in a series 

of topic-specific planning sessions and community listening 

sessions to learn directly from those who are excluded from the 

Gorge. Examples of community member feedback included:

“Just to hear that there is a place being designed for 

people like me, makes me want to share this with others. 

As a person with chronic pain, when people say the Gorge 

is for everyone, I never thought of it as a place for me.”

“Not having enough information about the trail and area is 

a barrier to visiting new nature areas. I want to read about 

its accessibility and what to expect, from tread to distance 

between seating options along the trail. Including detailed 

trail info allows people to make decisions about their own 

bodies and what’s right for them.”

“What keeps me from doing outdoor activities is the 

sense that I don’t belong in those spaces. There have 

been experiences when I am stared at just for being 

a person of color and being at a public park. It should 

be stated at the site that this area is inclusive and 

welcoming to all people.”

These insights and others have now shaped the new site 

designs, which Friends will share with the public soon. 

Barrett added, “Through this project, we not only learned 

about under-represented communities’ desires to connect 

with the Gorge at these two preserves, but it also has 

helped inform our work more broadly as a land trust. This 

is a National Scenic Area, yet traditionally, it has only been 

accessible for a portion of the population.”

Moving forward, Friends hopes to change those limitations 

by building on the momentum, cooperation, and collective 

energy of new and long-standing partnerships, and in the 

process, to fortify the foundation of Friends’ efforts at large. 

Members of The Next Door 
Inc.’s Mid-Columbia Health 
Equity Advocates enjoy 
a property tour at Cape 
Horn Land Trust Preserve. 
Photo: Nic Raingsey
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On the evening of July 12, 2021, a wildfire 

erupted in the hills above Lyle, Washington. 

Fanned by gusty west winds, the blaze 

exploded in size overnight.

The next morning, Frances Fischer, Friends 

land trust coordinator, headed to the Lyle 

Cherry Orchard—a 540-acre preserve owned, 

managed, and stewarded by the land trust—to 

close its trailhead.

Looking Back at the Lyle Fire
From Highway 14, she could see the flames 

and plumes of smoke. “The fire was burning 

in the big oak groves northeast of the town,” 

she says. “It looked really ominous, looming 

over the community.” It also appeared to have 

reached Friends’ property.

Fischer pulled into the preserve’s empty 

parking lot and roped off its entrance. Her 

next stop was Lyle High School, the fire-

Scorched land and trees at the Lyle Cherry Orchard.   

response staging area, where multiple 

agencies and resources had been called in 

from across the region.

She learned that the fire was, in fact, burning 

on Friends’ acreage, as well as threatening a 

power sub-station and multiple residences. 

She provided fire managers with maps that 

delineated the preserve’s trails, potential 

access roads, and fragile ecological areas to 

protect, if possible, along with a list of Friends’ 

emergency contact numbers. These turn-key 

resources were all developed in recent years 

in response to increased wildfire activity in 

the Gorge, Fischer explained.

Fortunately, during the coming days, 

cooler temperatures and calmer winds 

helped fire crews save all the structures 

and contain the blaze to a total of 135 

acres. The fire did, however, tear through 

one-sixth of the preserve.

On Friday, July 23, Friends’ land trust staff 

inspected the property. “I feared the oaks 

would be gone, but they proved more 

resilient than I gave them credit for,” says 

Sara Woods, Friends stewardship manager, 
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Clockwise from upper left: 
An oak tree charred by the Lyle fire. 
A dirt road provided a fire break. 
Oak growth rising from the ashes two months after the fire.
Staff members gather data to assess the damage. 

All photos: Sara Woods and Frances Fischer

adding that the areas will actually benefit 

from the clearing of undergrowth.

Overall, the burn was considered moderate 

due to its patchy nature. The hiking trails were 

not damaged, and the preserve reopened in 

late August 2021.

Moving forward, Friends’ land trust plans 

to collaborate with East Cascades Oak 

Partnership to conduct research and 

implement strategies on how to best conserve 

vulnerable oak habitats while simultaneously 

reducing the risk of catastrophic fires, a 

growing threat in the time of climate change.

      I feared the oaks 
would be gone, but 
they proved more 
resilient than I gave 
them credit for.”
—Sara Woods, Friends stewardship manager
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Linda Besant and Martha Goetsch
 Jeremy Betchel and Renée Tkach

Sharlene Blaise and Don Jacobson
Ron Bloodworth and Bob Gandolfi
Lydia Boyer
Susan Boyl
Charles Brasher and Betty Lavis
Susan Brickey and Richard Pope
Gary Brigham
Daniel Brown and Helen Jaskoski
Jim and Linda Browning
Patsy Bruggere
David and Kim Bruneau
Sonia Buist
Sanna Bunnell
Gary and Laurel Bushman

Joe and Patricia Campbell
Geoff and Laurie Carr
Racquel Casciato and Paul Freeman
Frances Chapple
North Cheatham
Babetta D. Chiarito and 

James M. Marquard
Lee Christie and Tom Keffer
Donald and Shirley Clark
Edward Cleary
Mary Clifford and Warren Morgan 
Merle Clifton
Becky and Bruce Copeland
Jane Corboy and John Rogers

 Lynne Coward
 Todd Coward

Jules Abbott
Blaine Ackley and Fran Beebe
Leslie Joan Allen 
Lenny Anderson and 

Gisela Foerstermann
Pippa Arend
Debbie And Steve Asakawa
Coila Ash
Suzanne Bader
Elaine Ballou
Tom Bard
Cynthia Barrett and 

Karen Johnson
Carole Beauclerk
Larry and Maureen Becker
Day Bennett

Friends of the Columbia Gorge is
honored to welcome the 2021-2022 class of 
legacy donors to the Norman Yeon Legacy 
Circle. These visionary individuals have 
made a commitment to long term Gorge 
protection beyond their own lifetimes, 
to ensure the Columbia Gorge remains 
wondrous, wild, and open to all.

With sincere regret we announce the passing this year of two 
very special members of the Norman Yeon Legacy Circle. 
Hannah Schink and Gerel Bauer both included Gorge protection, 
preservation, and stewardship in their estate plans, and their 
foresight will allow our work for the Gorge to continue into the 
future. They will be remembered along with 50 other very special 
donors who made this ultimate commitment to the Gorge.

We are grateful beyond words for the intentions and gifts of all 
our Norman Yeon Legacy Circle members. Thanks to our legacy 
members’ far-sighted support, the Gorge will remain a vibrant, 
living place for future generations.

NORMAN YEON
LEGACY CIRCLE

  New Legacy Circle members this year

Jocelyn and William Cox
Kathy Cushman and Paul Miller
A. Michael Dainich 
Siobhan Daly and 

Dan Summerfeldt
 Dan and Karen Damyanovich

Mark Dane
Bob and Pam Davee
Gregory Delwiche
Felice and Ken Denis
Kelly Dennis
Mary Dickson
Sheila Dooley and Phil Swaim
Carole Douglas and Bill Pressly
Michael and Patti Drewry

 Barbara Duerden

Marcia Dunham
Joan Durgin
Debbie Durham
Robbie Earon
Kevin Ebel and Colleen Wright 

 Jill and Scott Eckberg
Cathy Edelman
Rebecca Erickson
Karen and Lee Fairchild
Gwen Farnham
Sarah Fish and Neal Razi
Beth Flake and David Michalek
Eric and Robin Flamm
Gerald and Heidi Fox
Johnnalee and Mark Friedman
Peter Frothingham

Punchbowl Falls in Eagle Creek Canyon. Photo: Sung Choi
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Jana Fussell and Karen Hightower
Marilyn Goldman
Kevin Gorman and 

Michelle Kinsella
Charles and Lisa Grindell
Nancy and Ronald Gronowski

 Robert Grott and 
Vera Jagendorf
 Lee Grunes and Susan Nolte

Thomas Hager
Marie Hall

 Lisa Hansen
Ingrid and Kenneth Harper
Jane Harris
Christine Hartman

 Josephine and Richard 
Hawthorne

Jim Heiman and Cynthia Sulaski
Judy Henderson
Mike Hendricks and Leanne Hogie
Joyce Henstrand and 

Peter Kiessling
Daniel Highkin and Margaret Klute
Dale and Lucy Hill
Mel Hinton

 David Hmiel and 
Christine Knowles

Robert Hogfoss
Normandie and Robert Holmes
Jan Holt
Frank and Ursula Hood
Patricia Hoover
Ellie Hughes
Peter Hurley
Beg Ignatowski
Sherri Irish and Larry Keister
Marcy Jacobs
James Jarzabek and Teresa Meyer
Kacey Jones and Bruce Miller
Cookie and Igo Jurgens

 Tom Karwaki
Joshua Kehrberg and William Line
Nancy Kennaway

Robert Kenyon
John and Rebecca Kirkland
Jeanette Kloos 
Leigh Knox
Kim Kovalik
Demetra Kramer

 Ann Lackey
Andrea Lara 
Meg Larson
Joy Lasseter
David Legg
Steve Levy and Sue Van Loon 
Craig Lichtenthaler
Eric Lichtenthaler and Dixie Stevens
Tom Linehan and Barbara Wolman   
Janet Wong Liu
Constance Lively
Aiko Low and Nick Zeller 
Christopher Lunt and 

Robin Sherwin
D. Carter and Jennifer MacNichol
Mimi Maduro and Michael Stevens
Warren Maher and 

Cherie Martchenke
 Jeff Malmquist

William Maples
Susan Masta and Jay Withgott 
April Matthias
Andrea and Rafael Maya
Charles McGinnis
Kathleen McHarg
John Meckel and Barbara Traver
Sue Merfeld and Bruce Richmond
Anne and Ernest Munch
Alicia Munoz

 Barbara and Christopher Nelson
Carrie Nobles

 Lucy Nonnenkamp
Carlton Olson
Joan Ottinger
Gayle and Jay Palmer
John and Nancy Palmer
Kathleen and John Parry

Patricia Peterson
Anne Philipsborn and Rick Ray
Chris Pierce

 Barbara Pollock
David Pollock
Betsy Porter and Pierre Provost
Bernadette and Keith Price
Claire Puchy

 Norma Reich
Kathleen Karey Reid
Ralph Rogers
Gayle Rothrock
Tom and Sandi Rousseau
Joanna Rutter
Marie and Michael Ryan
Lynette Sahnow
Claudia and Mark Sanzone
Susan Saul
Elizabeth Schilling
Bob and Mary Ann Schmidt
Charlie Scudder and Judy Stewart
William Sefler

 Ruth Selid
 Anna Sestrich

Jeffrey Sher
Jamie Shull
David Siegel and Elaine Smith
William “Si” Simonson
Kari Skedsvold and 

Robert Workmeister 
John Slosar
Laurie Smith
Beverly Spenst
Joan Stevens
Sonia Straub
Robert Strebin
Barbara and Jon Stroud
Rose Szapszewicz
Kathleen Tack
Clista Taylor
Glenn and Mary Ann Teague
John and Renate Tilson
Patricia Towle Balsamroot brightens Gorge hillsides in spring. Photo: Cathy Avilez

David and Linda Tozer
James and Karen Trumper
Jerry and Margie Tucker
Christine Underwood and 

R. Lee Underwood III
Christopher Van Bemmel
Evans Van Buren and 

Marsha Warner 
Duane and Marjorie Varner
Donald Vinton
Daniel Webb

Bruce Weber
Kathryn and Thomas Whittaker
Michele Wier
Edyth Willard
Cynthia and Brian Winter
Diana Wolford
Beverly Wong
Sandy Wright 
Nick Zeller    

 Jean Zylka
20 Anonymous Members
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Member-driven Conservation

Mount Defiance 
$50,000 +
______________________________

Anonymous Donor
Goulder Family Foundation
The Estate of P. Jayne Lebsack
Patricia Peterson

Table Mountain
$25,000–$49,999
______________________________

Bill and Joan Bailey
Beam Family Fund
Debbie and Edmund Campbell
Kathy Cushman and Paul Miller
The Hetherington Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
J & J Foundation
William Maples
Mitvah Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Nelson Family Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Wiancko Charitable Foundation Inc.

Angel’s Rest
$10,000–$24,999
______________________________

Two Anonymous Donors
Elaine Ballou
Linda Besant and Martha Goetsch
William M. Brod Fund of the 

Oregon Family Foundation
Joe and Pat Campbell
Patrizia Caposio-Nelson and Jay Nelson
Phyllis Clausen
Collins Foundation
Becky and Bruce Copeland
Josephine and Richard Hawthorne
Marshall Hieronimus
Bill Horder
Irwin Family Fund
Hugh and Janet Kimball
Marie Lamfrom Foundation
KC McDaniel
McGraw Family Foundation

James F. and Marion L. Miller Fund II of the 
Oregon Community Foundation

Lucy Nonnenkamp
Jay Nutt
Aaron Pearlman and Sacha Reich
Franklin & Dorothy Piacentini Charitable Trust
Marylin Prothero
Rainforth Foundation
Charlie Scudder and Judy Stewart
Carolann and Peyton Storli
Christine and David Vernier
Edyth Willard
Loring and Margaret Winthrop
WyEast Foundation

Guardians of the Gorge
$5,000–$9,999
______________________________

Anonymous Donor
Barbara and Bob Bailey
Heather and Lester Baskin
Chester and Marion Beals Memorial 

Fund of the Community Foundation 
of SW Washington

The Beam Family Fund
Booth Family Fund at Seattle Foundation
Elizabeth Brooke
Carol and Charles Brunner
Camas-Washougal Community Chest
Cascadia Foundation
Peter Christ and Linda Felver
Ed Cleary
Dan and Karen Damyanovich
Jim and Karen Davitt
Barbara Giesy
Susan Hammer Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Judy Henderson
Mel Hinton
Bill Lanfri
Kate Loomis and Peter Moon
Elisabeth and Peter Lyon
Sue Mall
Donald and Linda Mather
Carol Mayer-Reed and Michael Reed
Jan and Steve Oliva

Oregon Jewish Community Foundation
Joseph and Susie Palena
Gayle and Jay Palmer
Betsy Porter and Pierre Provost
David and Madie Richenstein 

Family Fund of the 
Oregon Community Foundation

Mary and Richard Rosenberg Fund of the 
Oregon Community Foundation

Gayle Rothrock
Claudia and Mark Sanzone
Ruth Selid
Kendrick and Pat Simila
So-Hum Foundation
The Swigert-Warren Foundation
Evans Van Buren and Marsha Warner
Elisabet and Leo Van Swam
John and Polly Wood

Friends of the Columbia Gorge develops and facilitates effective advocacy and stewardship 
efforts, as well as strong community engagement, outreach, and educational programs.           
The generous support of our members makes it all possible. Thank you.

Conservators of the Gorge
 $1,000–$4,999
______________________________

Anonymous Donor
Acorn Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Deborah Rachel Goldberg and Marjorie 

Sue Abramovitz Fund of the    
Oregon Community Foundation

Helen Andrews
Lisa Andrus-Rivera
Kristin and Richard Angell
Nancy Archer
Carl Asakawa
Debra and Steve Asakawa
Deanne and Jonathan Ater
Monique Baillargeon and Jonathan Carder
Louis Barker
The Barrett Family Trust
Amy and Antony Barton
Jennifer Bates
John Baugher
Kelley Beamer and Paul Vanderford
David E. and Mary C. Becker Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Julie Beeler and Brad Johnson
Daniel Bell and Heather Hendrixson
David Beltramo
Richard Benner and Lavinia Gordon
Chad Berkley

Mary Bishop
Susan Bishop and Hal Lee
Jim and Sue Bisio
Alan Black
Susan Blackman
Bowen and Jennifer Blair
Will Bloch and Dell Rhodes
Ron Bloodworth and Bob Gandolfi
Jean-Michel and Virginia Bock
Kim and Randy Boehm
Margaret Bolger and Patrick Simpson
Eric and Lauren Boudreaux
Sandra Bradley
Christopher Brentano and Shane Farrell
Rex Breunsbach
Diane and Steve Brice
Masako Bridges
Farron Brougher and Tracey Tomashpol
Dan Brown and Helen Jaskoski
Denise Carty and Roger Brown Family Fund 

of the Oregon Community Foundation
Douglas Browning and Jo Shapland
Patsy Bruggere and John Popplewell
Sonia Buist
Rex Burkholder and Lydia Rich
Bennett Burns and Andrew Rowe
Jean Butcher and Tom DeLoughery
Carolyn Cannard
Geoff and Laurie Carr
North Cheatham

Sunrise from Cape Horn. Photo: Glenn Daman

The gifts listed on these pages were received between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022.
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Margaret Chula and John Hall
Larry Church
Donald and Shirley Clark
Sidney Clausen and Robin Rexius
Ron Cohen and Christie Smith
Judy Colligan-Marshall and James Marshall
Bruce Connelly
Jane Corboy and John Rogers
Carolyn and Pete Crystal
Claudia Curran and Phil Pizanelli
Siobhan Daly and Dan Summerfeldt
Davee Family Giving Fund
Abby and Marvin Dawson
E. Joseph Dean
Guillaume De Bergh and Amy Silliman
Barbara and George Dechet
Gregory Delwiche
Ulrike Devoto and Marc Fovinci
Bill Dieter and Martha Koerner
Karen Dinan and Arnold Stapnes 
Paul Dolbey and Sarah Quist
Carole Douglass and Bill Pressly
Barbara Duerden
Steve Duffy
Lawrence and Poppy Dully
David and Mary Dunham
Shari Dunn
Chris and Christine Edwardsen
Deanna Eichler and Leslee Froehlich
James and Jody Ellis
Edward and Marilyn Epstein Charitable Fund
Elizabeth Evans and Dean Runyan
Gwen Farnham
Jinx Faulkner and Paul Koehler
John and Nancy Faulkner
Frances Finney and Buck Parker
Bill Fish and Ed Reeves
Judy and Robert Fisher
Beth Flake and David Michalek
Pleschette Fontenet
Gerald and Heidi Fox
Edmund Frank and Eustacia Su
Jerry Franklin
Judi Free and Paul Hamborg
Marcia Freed and Martin Schwartz
Thomas Freni and Tracie Lynne-Freni
Donald Friedman
Susan Gabay
Elmer Galbi
Claire and Zanley Galton
Gayle’s Gifts Charitable Fund of the 

Community Foundation for Southwest 
Washington

John and Sheila Gibson
John and Nancy Faulkner
Timothy Golik
Ann Goodsell
Kevin Gorman and Michelle Kinsella

Susan Grayson
Doug and Katherine Green
Susanne Greenebaum and Nick Schwartz
Rachel and Zachary Grice
Candice Guth and David Pogel
Margaret and Thomas Hacker
Maria Hall and Walter McMonies
Julie and Paul Hansen
Diana and Don Harrison
Michael and Susan Haynes
Don and Julie Hendrixson
Joyce Henstrand and Peter Kiessling
Chester Hiatt and Roxane Russell
David Hmiel and Christine Knowles
Diana Hoff
Bob Hogfoss
Jennifer Hohenlohe
Diane and Richard Hohl
The Hooter Fund II of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Dan and Kathy Huntington
Sherri Irish and Larry Keister
Nancy and Robert James
Barbara Jennings and Richard Teutsch
Dave and Karen Johnson
Mary Anne Joyce and Catha Loomis
Cookie and Igo Jurgens
Ivana Kamenko
Christie Keffer Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Judy Kelley
Jane R. Kendall Family Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Peter Kendall
Mary Kristen Tooze Kern and Michael Kern
Bill and Janet Kirkland
Jeanette Kloos
Patricia Kramer and Clifford Temple
Katherine Kuhn and Robert Lefferts
David Labby and Sarah Slaughter
Richard and Rosemary Law
Francis and Susan Lenski
Eric Lichtenthaler and Dixie Stevens
Jennifer and Theodore Light
Eric and Hollie Lindauer Fund of the               

Oregon Community Foundation
Bonnie and Gale Long
Linda and Tom Lovett
Kyra MacIlveen
Warren Maher and Cherie Martchenke
Elizabeth and Richard Marantz
Susan Masta and Jay Withgott
David May and Theresa Papas
Donald and Melinda McCoy
David McDonald
Peter and Jill McDonald Fund of the          

Oregon Community Foundation
Sharon Mcfadden

John McGrory and Leslie Root
Laurie Meigs
Jeff and Teri Mills
Walt and Vicki Mintkeski
L. R. Mitchner
Patricia Mizutani and Richard Rosenhaft
Penny Mock
Marjory and Mark Morford
Diane Morris
Emily and Matt Morrissey
Ed Mueller
Anne and Ernest Munch
Karen and Steve Murray
Ann Musche and Alan Richards
Nathan Family Charitable Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Neilsen Family Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Susan Nelson
Phyllis Newmark
Carrie Nobles
Marianne Ott
Jim and Mary Ann Pastene
Mike and Tammy Perham
Karen and Peter Peruzzo
Marjorie Peters
Bob Peterson
Anne Philipsborn and Rick Ray
Nancy and Michael Phillips

Eric Piesner
David K. and Lisa B. Platt Family Fund of 

the Oregon Community Foundation
Barbara and Jim Pollock
Alice and Michael Powell
Claire Puchy
Stephen Rallison and Sharon Stern
Carol and Edward Randell
Robert D. and Marcia H. Randall               

Charitable Trust
Rebecca and John Fund
Norma Reich
Phyllis Reynolds
Sheila Richmond
Marge Riley Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Kevin Ritscher
Kurt Rosenberg
Laura and Steve Rossetter
Sandi and Thomas Rousseau
Francie and Michael Royce
Michael Rummerfield
Meredith Savery
Laura Schlafly Charitable Fund
Patricia Schleuning
Nick Seagraves
Holly Silver
William Simonson
Kari Skedsvold and Robert Workmeister

Richard Slawson
Jerry and Donna Smith Family Foundation
Loren Smith
Nick and Sandra Snell Fund of the            

Oregon Community Foundation
Allan and Mary Solares
Miriam Sontz and Joe Walsh
Michael Stathatos and Samantha Wright
Bob Staver
Martha Stevenson
Carolyn and Wayne Stewart
Catherine Stone
Robert Strebin
Cyndi and Eric Strid
Dennis Strieff and Margaret Van Dyke
Luke and Melinda Strnad
Barbara and Jon Stroud
Darin Swanson
John Taylor and Barbara West
Rod Tharp
Gregory and Sarah Truax
Priscilla and Thomas Turner
Paige and Steve Unangst
Ann and Tom Usher
Mason and Sharon Van Buren
Alex and Clare Vonderhaar
Josele Ward
Elizabeth and Robert Warren
Alice Weaver

A & R Solar
AbbVie
Altar’d State
Amazon Smile
American Family Insurance
Amica Companies Foundation
ASAP Logistics, LLC
Becker Capital Management
Boeing Gift Matching Program
Bricklin & Newman LLP
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Chevron Humankind 

Matching Gift Program
Coca-Cola Foundation
CommuniCARE
Costco - Vancouver
Crag Law Center
Energy 350
Gartner
Give Lively Foundation, Inc.
Hewlett-Packard Company
Illinois Tool Works Foundation

Corporate and Organizational Donors
Intel Involved Matching Grant Program
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the         

NW Community Giving Campaign
Kroger
Land Trust Alliance
Law-Robbins Charitable Fund
Lumen
Mayer/Reed, Inc.
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Mount Hood Gardens Inc
Sherlag | De Muniz LLP
Nike Inc. Corporate Division
Northwest Natural Gas Company
NVIDIA Inc. 
Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative
Patchmarks
Pistils Nursery
Portland Garden Club
Portland General Electric Foundation
RE/MAX Equity Group Foundation
REI - Corporate Office

Smith Tea
SN Charitable Foundation
Sprinklr
State of Oregon
Tacoma Garden Club
Tempercraft
Texas Instruments
The Cascadians
The Standard
The Tovey Barron Charitable Fund
Thrivent
Transunion
Twin Oaks Construction and 

Metalworks
Unangst.net
US Bank
Vancouver Audubon Society
Varian Medical Systems
Visa, Inc.
Visual Suplex Media & Design
Vitanica
Washington Native Plant Society
Wells Fargo
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Charles and Christiane Webster
Joanne Wegner
Pat Welly and Merrill Weyerhaeuser
Benjamin R. and Elaine M. Whiteley 

Family Fund of the  
Oregon Community Foundation

Kathryn and Thomas Whittaker
Matt and Michele Wier
Douglass Wilhite Charitable Fund
Jean and Rob Wilson
Carolyn and Martin Winch
Amy Winthrop
Anne and Kevin Winthrop
Yvonne’s Fund
Randy Zmrhal

Steward
$500–$999
______________________________

Bruce and Denise Anderson
Adelaide and Michael Andrews
John and Kae Armentrout
April Atwood and Brian Hanks
Chuck and Kerry Aude
Karen Babbitt and Dave Holt
Irene and Stephen Bachhuber
Leslie Allen Bancroft and Brian Lowry
Candi Barker
Mary Ann V. Barlow
Catherine Bax and Ann Turner
Sally Behel
Peter Belmont
Laura Belson and Christian Columbres
Clay Biberdorf and Erika Schuster
Gerel Blauer
Lisa and Paul Blumberg
Russ Borgnin
Branden Boyd
Elizabeth and Matthew Brennan
Gary and Patricia Brockway
Josephine Brown
Daniel Bullock and Anna Gustaveson 
Karen and Robert Buza
Robert R. Calo
Keri Carkeek
Elizabeth Carnes
Racquel Casciato and Paul Freeman
Clark Casebolt
Elaine and Steve Castles
Gordon Chamberlain
Frances Chapple
Pat Clancy
Arthur and Willa Clausing
Daniel Clayburgh and Katie Scharff
Edward Cleary
Heidi and Jeff Cronn

Terri Cummings and Robert Lockerby
Kathleen and Peter Dalke
Denise Demaray and William Tainter
Felice and Ken Denis
Matt Distefano
William Donnelly and Mary Ann Ware
Susan Dornfeld
Philip W. Durkee
Vida Lee Edera
Ken and Ann Edwards
Rick Eskridge and Lisa Hull
Perry Esterson
Kevin Faris
Gordon Feighner and Katherine Prevost
Randall Ford
Margo Fowler
Mark Fradkin and Tracy Walker
Diana Gardener and Judson Parsons
Debra and Donald Garner
Joe Gass and Alyse Lansing 
Stephen Gerould and Carolyn Schirmacher
Anna Goldrich and Jim Middaugh 
Philip Gordon
Goulder Family Foundation
Jim and Natalie Greenleaf
Gretta Grimala
Allen Gurney and Beth Levy
Jane Hadley and Randon Robinson
Thomas Hager
Gary Hahn
John and Julia Hall
Lisa Hansen
Donald and June Hays
Don Helfgott
Betsy and Tom Henning
Gloria Henning
Maureen Higgins
Mary Ellen Hirsch
Sandra Hubbard
Lauren Isaac
Ronald Janson
James Jarzabek and Teresa Meyer
Jeffrey and Robin Jensen
Dan Johnson and Deb Lawless
Ann and James Johnston
Craig and Y. Lynne Johnston
The Estate of Dori Jones
Ilze Jones
Matthew Jones and Kristin Mihalko
Dick Kaiser and Jinny Shipman
Becca and Noah Kays
Kerr Family Giving Fund
Ann Kloka
Robert Knox and Catherine Wright
Dave and Paula Koeller
Ann Lackey

Heather Lamkins
Barbara and Bill Langley
John Laursen
Barry Lavine and Karen Stolzberg
Jan Leininger
Todd Littlehales
Janet Liu
Anne Loson
Jen Lovejoy
Bettina Baer Luce
D. Carter and Jennifer MacNichol
Norma Manning
Chris Marks
M. and L. Marks Family Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
Christine Marshall
Laura Martini and Kyle Buza
Mayberry-Copenhaver Family Fund of the 

Oregon Community Foundation
William McCreery
Marilyn Mcfarlane and John Parkhurst
Mark Meininger and Ingrid Nylen
Meg and Rod Merrick
Louis Miles
Anne and Michael Miller
John Michael Miller
Laura and Paul Milne
Jerry Mishler
Jill Mitchell
Warren Morgan
Bruce Muirhead and Denise Pare-Muirhead
Linda Nelson
Linda Nettekoven and Larry Wallack 
Devon and Leslie Nevius
Zoe Nielsen and Alexander Polsky
John and Nancy Palmer
Caroline Park
Betty and Thomas Philipsborn 

Philanthropic Fund Jewish Federation 
of Metropolitan Chicago

Patricia Pingree
Bernadette and Keith Price
Kevin W. Price
Jean and Ralph Quinsey
Jodi and Vince Ready
Phyllis Redman
Julie and Laszlo Regos
Brad Roberts and Caroline Yamazaki 
Ronald Rombalski
Jill and Rick Rubinstein
James Ruppa and Barbara Simon
Michael Sampson
Anne and John Santa
Janet Schroer and Stephen Williams
Katharine Schuyler
Amitai and Marjorie Schwartz

Miles Schwartz
Wayne Schweinfest
Galen Seitz and Jacqueline Villnave
Craig Shambaugh
Daniel and Sarah Shramek
Jamie L. Shull Charitable Fund
Cheryl and Lee Siebert
Anne and Steve Simmons
Ivana Skoko
John Slosar
Drew and Sue Snyder
Scott Somohano
Spangler Family Fund
Ann and Donald Stern
Mark and Virginia Stern
Cornelia and William Stevens
Fred and Jan Stewart
Jim Stratton
Richard Strauss
Carol and Donald Templeton
Dan and Lisa Trisler
Jennifer and Mark Trumbo
Joan VanderVliet
Kevin and Kysa Vassily
Ed Vervoort
Annie Walsh
Ben Ward
Linda and Richard Ward
Roger Wendlick

Gail and Jay Winberg
Aaron and Jennifer Wines
Bunny and Ray Witter
John Wondrack
Mark and Paula Young
Herman and Vicki Zimmerman
Jean Zylka

Trailblazer
$250–$499
______________________________

Three Anonymous Donors
Bonnie and Robert Adams
Margaret Albright
Carole Alexander
Cindy Allen and Thomas Kaser 
Lucille Anderson
Nancy Anderson
Bruce and Louise Anderson-Dana
Bruce Horn and Dianne Applegate
Kathleen Arce
Elizabeth Ash and David Morganstern
Bill Baars
Thomas Backer and Jane Newberry
Sharon L. Baker
Elizabeth Bannister
Howard and Jean Baumann
Jeremy Bechtel and Renee Tkach 
Doug Beloof and Robin McArthur

The Vista House at twilight. Photo: David Gorman 

The gifts listed on these pages were received between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022.
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Sharon and Victor Benveniste
John and Kelli Bernhard
Leslie Bevan and Julie Huffaker
Frank Bosl and Pam Sheets
Michael Boston and Betsy Kincart Boston
Robert Braham and Andrea Veryser
Mary Bramucci
Gale and Michael Brand
Charles Brasher and Betty Lavis
Eric Brody
Susan Bruechner
Lisa Buchanan and Paul Riopel
Robert Bullard
John and Lucia Burkhart
Lauretta Burman
Jeanne Buschart
C. M. and Mary Lang Bishop
Robert Calo and Elizabeth Lamade
Parker and Victoria Campbell
Gloria Carmody
Justin Carroll and Keren Rosenblum
Joan and Wes Carter
Susan and Thomas Carter
Jan and Larry Cartmill
Erin Carver
Carol Chesarek
Stephen Chipps and Laura Sherrill
Robert and Yunbing Chow
Linda Christensen
Christina Larsen and Randall Nelson
June Coloff
Deborah and James Coonan
Betty and Jim Cooper
Cheryl Cormany
Lynne Coward
Christine Cradler and Lawrence Ferguson Jr.
John Cunningham and Mary Beth Pinon
Bob and Donna Cynkar
DeCoursey Spangle Generosity Fund
Ann Degenshein
Roy DeRousie and Donna Newcomb
John Devereux and Mary King
Jason Dietz and Katie Glick
Gabriella Donnell
Marissa Dorau
Steven Dotterrer and Kevin Kraus
Jill Downing
Marjorie and Neil Dreiseszun
Joan Duckering
Jessica Duke and Scott Urbatsch 
Marcia Dunham
Donald and Rita Duplessie
Chaz and Sabine DuToit
Carol and Vern Edwards
Ali Elmi
Leslye Epstein and Herman Taylor
Arthur and Margianne Erickson

Susan Escoe
Hilary Evart and Brian Riffel
Karen A. and Lee Fairchild
Randall Ferguson and 

Elizabeth Wendel Ferguson
Bruce and Cynthia Fitzwater
Fleming Family Foundation
Dave and Linda Fogerson
Loyce and Wayne Forsgren
Tony Fouracre and Martha E. Okie
Kathy Foldes and John Hunt
Nancy Fredericks
Johnnalee and Mark Friedman
Alice and Robert Frost
John Gale and Sandra Joos
Ursula J. Garcia
David Gee and Lisa Grant 
Erica Gerald
Kim Gilmer
Donna Gilroy
Michael and Sheila Giordano
Filson and Shirley Glanz
Kent Goodyear
Jeffry Gottfried
Colin Gray and Jennifer Hurley
Robert Griffiths
Sara Grigsby
Barbara and Vaughn Grossnickle
Robert Grott and Vera Jagendorf
Mary and Scott Grout
AnnMarie and James Haldeman
Kirk Hall
Bill Hamann
Hammong-Eckland Charitable Fund
Judith Hance
David and Susan Hanson
Lois Harris
Dawn and John Harrison
Kay Hartley
Christine Hartman
Hailey Harwood
Eric and Peggy Hazen
Alison and Jim Henderson
Mary and Peter Hepokoski
Sarah Hertlein
Beverly Hoeffer
Albert Hoguet and Helen Lawrence
Diane Holland
Frank and Ursula Hood
Sherene Huntzinger
Linda Hutchins and John Montague
Patricia Hutchinson
Karen and William Irving
Joseph and Lauren Isaac
Jake and Pam Jacobs
Amy and Luna Jaffe
Jeri Janowsky

Susheela Jayapal
Felton Jenkins Conservation &          

Education Fund
Linda J. Loughran
David Lane Johnson
Michael Johnson
Patricia Johnston
Marcia Justman
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the 

Northwest Community Giving
Paul Karr
Karen Katz
Joe Kear
Liz Kellogg
Jean, Chris and Katie Kelly and Jamie Laird
Susie Kem
Melissa Kennedy
Kate Ketcham and James Lanz
Marjorie Kircher
Kenny Kirsch
Dustin and Mary Klinger
James and Morley Knoll
Amy and Kevin Kohnstamm
Molly Kohnstamm
Kathleen Krushas
Patricia Kubala and John Mills
David and Sonja Kvamme
Joan Lamb Baldwin
Jodi Lapidus Gallegos
Donna Larson
Julie Lawrence
Elizabeth Layton
Ken Lerner and Katherine McDowell
Al Levit and Patricia Rehberg
Steve Levy and Sue Van Loon
William Line and Joshua Kehrberg
Tom Linehan and Barbara Wolman
Alan Locklear and Marie Valleroy
Jay and Rasaratnam Logendran
Christine Loomis and Susan Welsh
Nena Lovinger
Aiko Low and Nick Zeller
Akana Ma and Sydney Thomson
Patricia March and Michael Mullett
Angie Marie
Charles Martin and Mary Anne Stusser
Chip and Kathy Masarie
Bob and Susie Masin
Richard Matson
Raymond A. Mayer Jr.
Barbara and Scott McArthur
Clay McCaslin
Lewis and Sylvia McFarland
Winifred McGuire Becker
Michael McKeag
Patrick McLaughlin
Julee McTaggart

Sue Merfeld and Bruce Richmond
Elizabeth Metcalf and Ron Perez
David Meyer
Molly Milan
Deanna and Doug Miller
Colin Moll
Monteiro Family Fund
Jane Moore
Marianne and Tom Nelson
Tom Nelson and Peggie Schwarz
Susan Nolke
Douglas and Rebecca Obletz
Audrey and Paul Oliver
Joan Ottinger
Mark and Kay Passmore
Kathleen Patton
Marvin and Karen Pemberton
Zach Podell-Eberhardt
Robin Pope
George Post
Carl Prenner
Tom Pringle
Ralph Rogers
Mary Ramsay
Steven Rapf
Bonnie and Peter Reagan
Dennis Reichelt
Jose Rivera
Jonathan Rogers
Glenda and Matthew Ryan
David and Jo Anne Sala
Jon Savidge
Diane and Lawrence Sawyer
Jeanne and Stephen Schapp
Bob and Mary Ann Schmidt
John and June Schumann
William Schumann
John and Kathy Schwartz
Leslie Seely
Barbara Seiter
Gary and Sheila Seitz
Jennifer Sharp and Eric Wilson
David Shaw
Barnaby Sheridan
Jim Simpson
Eileen and Tony Sleva
Audreann and Mike Slover
Andrew and Corrine Smith
Craig Smith and Amy Youngflesh
Dan Smith
Kristine and Patrick Snow
Chris and Jan Sokol
Preston Sperry
Diana K. Stach
Shan Stach
Christoph and Ellen Stauder
Joan Stevens

MANY THANKSMANY THANKS
We’re in awe of the 
remarkable community 
that supports our 
legal, education, and 
conservation programs, 
including well over 1,000 
additional members 
who donated below 
$250 and together 
contributed $285,497 
to protect the Gorge.           
Thank you. 

Melissa Stevens
Sue and Jeff Strater
Lawrence Stryker
Joan Sunderland
Erica Swanson
Paula Swedeen
Cheryl Thoen and P. M. Zimmerman
John and Renate Tilson
Bridget Underwood
Emily Van Buren
John and Stephanie Volkman
Martha Waldemar
Walkinshaw Family Fund at 
     Seattle Foundation
Terri Wanke
Keith Watkins
Emily and Michael Watson
Barb Wayson and Mike Wyman
Krista Wehrley
Richard Weil
Lee and Melinda Weinstein
Jay and Robin Wendlandt
Brian West
Katherine Williamson
Christina and Reed Wilson
Robert Wilson
Jeffrey and Nancy Winston
Brian and Cynthia Winter
L. Amani Wise
Katherine Young
Dixie and Gabe Zee
Ann and Ken Zeman
Jean Zilka



18 This is an unaudited financial statement. Friends’ board engages Kern & Thompson, LLC, to perform an annual independent audit.

Friends of the Columbia Gorge has the loyal 

support and generosity of our donors, volunteers, 

and activists. While the pandemic has continued 

to be challenging on many fronts, we are one 

of the fortunate nonprofits that successfully 

embraced operating with a hybrid or remote 

model to expand or adjust our usual programing 

to meet the ever changing needs of protecting, 

preserving, and stewarding the Columbia River 

Gorge National Scenic Area.

Consolidated results in fiscal year 2021-2022 

show operating income at $2.37 million and 

operating expenses at $2.96 million. Adding to 

that income our annual draw from endowments, 

restricted funds received in prior years held 

for current year projects, and a recent bequest 

gift, Friends ended the year with a balanced 

operating budget. We sold to Washington State 

Parks a 4.5-acre property adjacent to Beacon 

Rock for a $77,000 gain that is directed back into 

Financial Report
land acquisition and stewardship. Friends’ land 

trust purchased a 21-acre property in Rowena, 

Oregon, with the intent that the U.S. Forest 

Service would purchase it by 2024.

County property taxes help support Gorge 

communities and schools. Doing our part as 

good citizens and neighbors, Friends paid  

$57,722 in property taxes, although legally we 

could be exempt from payment.

Friends of the Columbia Gorge
Fiscal Year July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

 Operating 
Revenue

$2,961,605

 Operating 
Expenses
$2,961,605

Memberships & 
Individual Gifts

65.4%

Foundations
7.6%

Interest & 
Investment Income

1.7%

Corporations
1.8%

Miscellaneous 
Revenue

2.0%

Endowment draw & 
carry-forward funds

19.9%

Land (& rental) Income
1.6%

Advocacy 
and Legal

23.5%

Gorge Towns 
to Trails

4.7%

Land Trust
27.1%

Lobbying
0.4%

Public 
Engagement

14.7%

Member 
Services

4.0%

Accessibility 
Project
5.8%

Fundraising
12.6%

Administration
7.2%
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Our $7.65 million endowments include the 

Matthew Winthrop Fund and Vic Clausen 

Fund for outdoor youth education, and 

the Marjorie Abramovitz Fund for land 

trust activities. Endowments for general 

operations include the Conservation Director 

Endowment, the Mary D. and Thomas W. 

Holman Fund, the Nancy Russell Institutional 

Fund, and the Barbara Pooley Wilson Fund. 

Endowment funds are managed by 

Ferguson Wellman Capital Management 

and monitored by Friends’ board finance 

committee. Friends takes an annual draw of 

4 percent to help fund our work.

JuneJune 30, 2022 30, 2022 JuneJune 30, 2021 30, 2021

Land and related assetsLand and related assets  $ $10,945,660 10,945,660  $ $10,441,901 10,441,901 
Cash and investmentsCash and investments  $ $10,235,572 10,235,572  $ $12,119,270 12,119,270 
Other assetsOther assets  $ $392,863 392,863  $ $139,733  139,733  

Total assetsTotal assets   $  $21,574,095 21,574,095  $ $22,700,904  22,700,904  

LiabilitiesLiabilities   $  $364,868 364,868  $ $149,624 149,624 
Net assetsNet assets $21$21,209,227 ,209,227  $2 $22,551,280  2,551,280  

Total liabilities and net assetsTotal liabilities and net assets   $  $21,574,095 21,574,095  $ $22,700,904 22,700,904 

Consolidated Statement of Financial PositionConsolidated Statement of Financial Position

B OA R D O F D I R E C TO R SB OA R D O F D I R E C TO R S
Annie Munch Chair
Buck Parker* Vice-chair
Geoff Carr Secretary-treasurer

John Baugher
Joe Campbell
Greg Delwiche
Shari Dunn
Gwen Farnham
Pleschette Fontenet
Donald H. Friedman
Susie Greenebaum
John Harrison
Jen Lovejoy

From helping secure vital 

funds to serving as program 

volunteers, Friends board 

members have been essential 

for decades to the success of 

our outdoor youth education 

program and our conservation 

and stewardship efforts.

David Michalek* 
Patty Mizutani
John Nelson* 
Carrie Nobles
Lisa Berkson Platt
Kevin Price
Mia Prickett
Sarah Quist
Vince Ready*

BOARD OF TRUSTEES – LAND TRUSTBOARD OF TRUSTEES – LAND TRUST
John Baugher Land Trust president
David Michalek* Secretary-treasurer

Pat Campbell
D’na Chase
Greg Delwiche
Natalie Edwards Land Trust advisor
Dustin Klinger
Barbara Nelson
John Nelson* 
Kevin Price
Rick Ray* Land Trust advisor
Vince Ready*

A northern harrier soaring above 
Steigerwald Lake National Wildlife Refuge. 
Photo: Bill Kirkland

A Continuing Commitment to 
Accountability & Transparency
Friends believes that transparency is 

essential for ensuring accountability to our 

members, donors, and partners and the 

communities we work with. Friends of the 

Columbia Gorge is a Better Business Bureau 

Accredited Charity and an Accredited Land 

Trust—a distinction awarded to land trusts 

meeting the highest national standards for 

excellence and conservation permanence. 

For additional information, including past annual 

reports, 990s, and audited financial statements, 

please visit: gorgefriends.org/accountability.

* Asterisks indicate directors and trustees who live in the Columbia Gorge.
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Thanks to loyal supporters, in 2015 Friends
of the Columbia Gorge acquired a key piece of land 
on the Washington side of the Gorge near Stevenson 
where we could create additional habitat for efforts 
to rebuild western pond turtle populations. Over 
the years, Friends’ staff and volunteers worked to 
improve degraded habitat, removing trash, unneeded 
structures, and potential predators from streams and 
ponds on the 65-acre preserve. 

In 2019, our first group of juvenile turtles moved in, with 
cooperation from the Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, Oregon Zoo, and U.S. Forest Service.

In spring 2022, Friends’ staff and partners conducted 
a scientific survey to see how our resident pond turtles 
were doing. The results exceeded our expectations, and 
we’ve created an online-only photo essay and story to 
share these efforts with readers of our annual report. 

To read more about the turtle program and see some 
fun snapshots of our latest visits to the preserve, go 
to gorgefriends.org/turtlesurvey, or @Gorgefriends on 
Facebook or Twitter.

Above:  This adult wild turtle was counted 
in the 2022 survey at Turtle Haven.

Right: Dedicated volunteers, Friends staff, 
and agency partners surveyed the Turtle 
Haven population this spring.  

Photos: Friends of the Columbia Gorge
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